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Volvo Penta Kad 42 Specifications

Volvo Penta KAD 42 specifications are essential for marine enthusiasts, boat owners, and marine engineers
seeking reliable, high-performance engine details. This engine model, renowned for its durability and efficiency, has
been a popular choice in the recreational and commercial boating sectors. In this comprehensive guide, we will
explore the detailed specifications, features, and performance aspects of the Volvo Penta KAD 42 engine to help you
understand its capabilities and suitability for various marine applications.

Overview of Volvo Penta KAD 42

The Volvo Penta KAD 42 is a marine diesel engine designed primarily for propulsion systems in boats. Known for its
robustness and innovative design, the engine has been a preferred choice for cruisers, fishing boats, and other
recreational vessels. The KAD 42 is part of Volvo Penta’s KAD series, which emphasizes power, reliability, and ease
of maintenance.

Key Features of Volvo Penta KAD 42

Before delving into the detailed specifications, it’s important to understand the key features that make the KAD 42 a
standout engine:

Four-cylinder diesel engine1.
Turbocharged with intercooler2.
Mechanical fuel injection system3.
Marine-grade corrosion-resistant components4.
Compact design suitable for various boat sizes5.
Ease of maintenance and servicing6.
Compatibility with Volvo Penta’s drive systems7.

Detailed Specifications of Volvo Penta KAD 42

Engine Type and Configuration

The Volvo Penta KAD 42 is a four-cylinder, in-line diesel engine. Its configuration emphasizes a balance between
power output, fuel efficiency, and ease of maintenance.

Engine Model: Volvo Penta KAD 421.
Number of Cylinders: 42.
Cylinder Arrangement: Inline3.
Displacement: 2.4 liters (2383 cc)4.
Cooling System: Water-cooled5.



Performance Specifications

The engine's performance metrics are crucial for understanding its capabilities in various marine settings:

Maximum Power Output: 125 to 170 horsepower, depending on the specific model and configuration1.
Maximum RPM: Approximately 3600 rpm2.
Torque: Up to 320 Nm (Newton meters)3.
Fuel Consumption: Variable based on load, typically around 0.4 to 0.55 liters per horsepower per hour4.

Fuel System and Injection

The KAD 42 features a mechanical fuel injection system that ensures efficient fuel delivery:

Fuel System: Mechanical fuel injection pump1.
Fuel Type: Diesel2.
Fuel Consumption: Optimized for fuel efficiency across various operating conditions3.

Lubrication and Cooling

Reliable lubrication and cooling are vital for engine longevity:

Lubrication System: Wet sump1.
Cooling System: Water-cooled with heat exchangers2.
Coolant Type: Freshwater or seawater-cooled systems3.

Dimensions and Weight

Size and weight influence installation options:

Length: Approximately 800 mm1.
Width: Around 600 mm2.
Height: About 700 mm3.
Dry Weight: Approximately 250 kg (550 lbs)4.

Electrical System and Ignition

The engine’s electrical aspects are designed for reliability:

Starting System: 12V electric starter1.
Ignition System: Conventional mechanical ignition with spark plugs2.
Alternator Output: Typically 12V, capable of providing up to 70A3.

Applications of Volvo Penta KAD 42

The versatility of the KAD 42 makes it suitable for a range of marine applications:
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Recreational motorboats and cruisers1.
Fishing vessels and workboats2.
Pontoon boats3.
Yacht propulsion systems4.
Commercial maritime operations requiring durable engines5.

Maintenance and Service Considerations

Proper maintenance extends the lifespan and ensures optimal performance of the Volvo Penta KAD 42. Key
maintenance tasks include:

Regular oil changes and filter replacements1.
Inspection and replacement of fuel filters2.
Cooling system checks and coolant replacements3.
Monitoring and adjusting valve clearances4.
Periodic inspection of the turbocharger and intercooler5.

The engine's design facilitates straightforward servicing, with many components accessible from the top or side.

Pros and Cons of Volvo Penta KAD 42

Understanding the advantages and limitations helps in making informed decisions:

Pros

Reliable performance with consistent power delivery1.
Robust construction suitable for demanding environments2.
Ease of maintenance and availability of spare parts3.
Good fuel efficiency for its class4.
Compatibility with Volvo Penta’s range of drive systems5.

Cons

Relatively heavy, which may impact installation in smaller vessels1.
Older models may lack modern electronic control features2.
Requires regular maintenance to sustain performance3.
Limited power range compared to larger engines4.

Conclusion

The Volvo Penta KAD 42 specifications reveal a durable, efficient, and versatile marine engine suitable for various
boating needs. Its combination of performance, reliability, and ease of maintenance makes it a favorite among boat
owners and marine professionals. Whether you are outfitting a recreational cruiser or a commercial vessel,



understanding the detailed specifications of the KAD 42 can help in making informed decisions about engine
selection, maintenance, and performance optimization. Proper care and servicing will ensure that this engine
continues to deliver excellent performance over its lifespan, making it a valuable asset for any marine application.

Volvo Penta KAD 42 Specifications: An In-Depth Overview of the Renowned Marine Diesel Engine When it comes to
reliable and high-performance marine engines, the Volvo Penta KAD 42 stands out as a popular choice among
boaters, commercial operators, and maritime enthusiasts. Known for its durability, efficiency, and robust design, the
KAD 42 has solidified its reputation in the marine industry. In this comprehensive review, we will delve into the
detailed specifications, features, and technical aspects of the Volvo Penta KAD 42, providing you with a thorough
understanding of what makes this engine a noteworthy option for marine propulsion.

Introduction to Volvo Penta KAD 42

The Volvo Penta KAD 42 is a marine diesel engine designed primarily for inboard applications on various types of
boats, including cruising yachts, fishing vessels, and commercial workboats. It is part of Volvo Penta's KAD series,
renowned for their durability and ease of maintenance. Originally introduced in the late 20th century, the KAD 42 has
undergone several updates and revisions, but its core specifications and performance characteristics have remained
consistent, making it a trusted engine for decades.

Engine Overview and Core Specifications

Understanding the core specifications of the Volvo Penta KAD 42 is essential for assessing its suitability for specific
marine applications. Below are the key technical details: Model: Volvo Penta KAD 42 Configuration: 4-cylinder, 2.0-
liter, in-line diesel engine Fuel System: Direct injection Cooling System: Heat exchanger with seawater cooling
Induction System: Turbocharged with intercooler Maximum Power Output: Approximately 200-225 horsepower
(varies by model and configuration) Maximum RPM: 3800-4400 RPM (depending on specific version) Compression
Ratio: Typically around 19:1 Lubrication System: Wet sump with oil cooler Fuel Consumption: Varies based on load
and RPM; generally around 0.45-0.55 liters per horsepower per hour Weight: Approximately 300-350 kg (660-770
lbs), depending on configurations and accessories

Detailed Technical Specifications

To truly grasp the capabilities of the KAD 42, let's explore its technical specifications in detail: 1. Engine Block and
Construction - Material: High-strength cast iron block ensures durability and longevity. - Design: Inline four-cylinder
layout offers a good balance of torque and smooth operation. - Cylinder Bore and Stroke: Bore of approximately 88
mm; stroke around 88 mm, resulting in a 2.0-liter displacement per cylinder. - Pistons: Forged pistons with anti-
friction coatings for efficiency and wear resistance. - Valvetrain: Overhead valve (OHV) design with hydraulic lifters.
2. Fuel System and Injection - Type: Direct fuel injection, delivering precise fuel delivery for efficiency. - Injector
Type: Electronically controlled injectors for optimized combustion. - Fuel Type: Marine diesel fuel, complying with
standard marine fuel quality. 3. Turbocharging and Intercooler - Turbocharger: Variable-geometry turbocharger
(VGT) or fixed-geometry, depending on specific models. - Intercooler: Water-cooled intercooler to reduce intake air
temperature, enhancing power and efficiency. 4. Cooling System - Heat Exchanger: Engine cooled via heat
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exchanger with seawater flow. - Temperature Control: Thermostatically controlled cooling circuits to maintain optimal
operating temperatures. - Raw Water Pump: Provides seawater for cooling, designed for marine environments. 5.
Lubrication and Oil System - Lubrication Type: Wet sump with oil pump circulating oil to critical components. - Oil
Capacity: Approximately 8-10 liters for proper lubrication. - Filters: Full-flow oil filter system for easy maintenance. 6.
Exhaust System - Design: Marine-grade exhaust manifolds with water injection to reduce noise and emissions. -
Exhaust Outlet: Positioned to ensure safe and efficient expulsion of exhaust gases.

Performance Characteristics

The KAD 42 is renowned for its impressive performance metrics, making it suitable for a wide range of marine
vessels. - Maximum Power: Ranges from 200 to 225 horsepower, depending on the specific model and
configuration. - Torque: Up to 350 Nm (258 lb-ft), providing substantial pulling power. - RPM Range: Designed to
operate efficiently between 3800 and 4400 RPM. - Cruising Speed: Typically around 15-25 knots, depending on
vessel size and load. - Fuel Efficiency: Optimized for fuel consumption, with the engine delivering dependable
performance without excessive fuel burn.

Application and Compatibility

The Volvo Penta KAD 42's versatility makes it suitable for various marine applications: - Recreational Boats: Ideal
for cruisers, sport boats, and cabin cruisers. - Commercial Vessels: Used in fishing boats, workboats, and patrol
vessels. - Installation Options: Compatible with various shaft drives and stern drives, including both traditional
inboard and sterndrive configurations. Compatibility considerations include ensuring the engine's mounting
dimensions, cooling system, and power output align with the vessel's design.

Maintenance and Serviceability

One of the standout features of the KAD 42 is its ease of maintenance, a crucial factor for marine engines exposed
to harsh environments. Routine Maintenance Tasks Include: - Oil Changes: Recommended every 100 hours or
annually. - Fuel Filter Replacement: Every 200 hours or as needed. - Coolant Checks: Regular inspection of coolant
levels and condition. - Valve Adjustments: Periodic valve clearance checks. - Turbocharger Inspection: Ensuring the
turbo operates smoothly and without excessive play. - Exhaust System Checks: For leaks or corrosion. Serviceability
Features: - Accessible service points for filters and fluids. - Modular design allows for easier component
replacement. - Availability of genuine Volvo Penta parts and service kits.

Pros and Cons of Volvo Penta KAD 42

Pros: - Durable and long-lasting construction. - Good power-to-weight ratio. - Efficient fuel consumption for its class. -
Proven reliability with widespread service network. - Compatible with various drive configurations. Cons: - Heavier
compared to modern, smaller engines. - Older models may lack some electronic controls found in newer engines. -
Maintenance requires familiarity with marine diesel systems. - Availability of parts may vary depending on the age
and region.



Final Thoughts and Considerations

The Volvo Penta KAD 42 remains a highly respected marine engine, especially appreciated for its robustness and
performance. While it’s an older design compared to more recent engines, its proven track record makes it a
dependable choice for many vessels. When selecting a KAD 42, consider the specific power requirements, vessel
size, and intended application to ensure it aligns with your boating needs. Potential buyers and users should also
evaluate the availability of parts and service support in their region, as well as possible upgrades or modernizations
that can enhance performance and compliance with current regulations. In conclusion, the Volvo Penta KAD 42
offers a compelling combination of durability, efficiency, and performance, making it a classic yet still relevant option
in the realm of marine diesel engines. Note: Always consult with a qualified marine mechanic or Volvo Penta
authorized service provider for detailed technical guidance, installation, and maintenance tailored to your specific
vessel and engine model.

Questions & Answers About volvo penta kad 42 specifications

No Question Answer

1 What are the key specifications of the
Volvo Penta KAD 42 engine?

The Volvo Penta KAD 42 is a 4-cylinder, 2.0-liter, turbocharged
diesel engine known for its reliability and performance. It typically
produces around 200-230 horsepower, with a maximum torque of
approximately 440 Nm. It features common rail fuel injection, an
electronic control unit, and is designed for marine and industrial
applications.

2 What is the fuel efficiency of the Volvo
Penta KAD 42 engine?

The Volvo Penta KAD 42 offers good fuel efficiency for its class,
with average consumption rates ranging from 0.3 to 0.4 liters per
horsepower per hour, depending on load and operating conditions.
Its advanced fuel injection system helps optimize combustion and
reduce emissions.

3 What are the dimensions and weight
of the Volvo Penta KAD 42 engine?

The KAD 42 measures approximately 950 mm in length, 700 mm in
width, and 800 mm in height. Its weight is around 350-400 kg,
making it suitable for various marine installations where space and
weight are considerations.

4 Is the Volvo Penta KAD 42 compatible
with modern marine control systems?

Yes, the Volvo Penta KAD 42 is compatible with advanced marine
control systems and can be integrated with electronic throttle and
shift controls, as well as engine monitoring systems, enhancing
ease of operation and diagnostics.

5 What are the maintenance
requirements for the Volvo Penta KAD
42 engine?

Regular maintenance for the Volvo Penta KAD 42 includes oil and
filter changes every 200 hours or annually, cooling system checks,
fuel system inspection, and valve adjustments as needed. Proper
maintenance ensures optimal performance and longevity of the
engine.

Volvo Penta KAD 42, KAD 42 engine specs, Volvo Penta KAD 42 horsepower, KAD 42 fuel consumption, KAD 42
cooling system, Volvo Penta marine engine, KAD 42 maintenance, KAD 42 parts, Volvo Penta KAD 42
troubleshooting, KAD 42 performance
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